UNITY CHRISTIAN
HIGH SCHOOL

The Inner Loop
The Monthly Newsletter for Unity Families designed to keep you “In the Loop!”
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Thoughts from the Principal, Mr. Allen Schenk
Listening
Usually in the week or so leading up to the preparation of
the monthly Inner Loop I begin to think about what I might
write about this month. So, for the past week or so, I have
been pondering exactly that. (continued on next page)
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Thoughts from the Principal, Continued…
Listening (continued from 1st page)
I had a few thoughts about possible topics and then I would begin to think about what I might say to build on
it and I would hit a road block. Often, an idea will come to me as I am reading an article or a book but this
week that wasn’t happening. As I sat in my office today I still couldn’t come up with something to write. I
even sought out some advice from a colleague, but still couldn’t quite settle on what I should write. I came
home this evening knowing that I had to get something down on paper (not really, since I am typing this on
my computer, but you know what I mean). I sat in a chair and began to think and listen. I wasn’t listening to
my family (but they weren’t talking to me either so that was okay) or even the noises that you hear in your
home. I was trying to listen and hear a prompting from God. And that is when it struck me. I need to write
about listening.
We talk about listening all the time in school. We want our students to listen in class. We want them to listen
to instructions. We want them to listen to what is talked about in Chapel. We want them to listen to each
other as part of class discussions. We know that listening is so important in school, but also in life and in
worship.
Dictionary.com has several definitions for the word listen: 1) to pay
Listening Tips
attention with the ear, 2) to pay attention; heed; obey, 3) to wait attentively for a sound. The thing that strikes me about each of these
Face the speaker and make
definitions or uses of the word listen is that they all require attention. 1.
eye contact.
Listening is not something that should be done passively. We are to
2.
“Listen” for non-verbal cues
be actively engaged in listening. At school, that is what we want
too.
with our students. We want them to listen, but also then to reflect
Don’t interrupt.
on, respond to, question and maybe even challenge what they have 3.
4.
Listen without judging or
heard.
jumping to conclusions.
Too often I think, as a society, we have really lost the ability to listen
5.
Don’t start planning what to
effectively. I don’t think social media and various messaging apps
say next. (when you do that,
help in this regard. Our communication is often short, quick and ofyou have stopped listening)
ten impersonal, involving a quick exchange of information but not
Show that you are listening
much listening. I think that often technology and social media create 6.
with your body language.
barriers to our listening to God as well. We have become a society
7.
Don’t impose your opinions or
that wants things instantly and we often have little patience to sit
solutions.
quietly and listen.
Stay focused.
So I want to challenge all who read this to take time to listen. Take 8.
9.
Ask questions.
time to have a real meaningful conversation with someone and actu10. Paraphrase and summarize.
ally do it face to face. Take time also to listen for God to speak to
you. Take time to meditate on His word and allow His Holy Spirit to
speak into your life. As we begin to enter a busy pre-Christmas season I think it is important that we take time to pause and listen to
each other and to listen to God speaking into our lives. (check out
these 10 active listening tips to help you with those face to face conversations and to really make them about listening)
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Le Café du Soleil,

The French Class and their Teacher would like to extend a warm “Thank You” to all guests, young and
young-at-heart, who came to greet and cheer us on Launch Day of our French Café, Le Café du Soleil, on
November 7th. Our dedicated Volunteers (and coffee machine) couldn’t serve enough hot chocolates fast
enough during the lunch break, and Teachers had to come to our rescue. We are grateful to Our awesome
Lord for the wonderful family “ambiance” (= atmosphere) He has been blessing us with. After this week, Le
Café du Soleil will remain open to guests every Monday at lunch-break (so, please mark your calendars) and
on some special occasions. On Monday, November 11th, we were moved to have an opportunity to honour
our Veterans by commemorating Remembrance Day (= Le Jour du Souvenir) together in French.

Pancake Breakfast

The student council would like to thank all those who came out to support the
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser, on Saturday, November 9th. It was a great
morning of fun, food and fellowship with the community. Through the generous
donations of those who participated, student council raised $2200 for school
activities, and is excited for the events that they will now be able to provide.
Thank you for your continued support of Unity Christian High School !
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Student Council Sock Drive
This October our Student Council held a ‘Socktober’
sock drive to collect and donate socks to charities in
Barrie that are in need. Throughout the month of October, the students were able to collect a total of 224 pairs
of socks! These socks will be donated to the Busby
Centre, Redwood Park Communities, and the Women
and Children’s Shelter of Barrie. Student Council would
like to thank everyone who participated to make this
sock drive such a success! Matthew 25:35-36,40 “35
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”...40 “The
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.”

Thanksgiving
Staff
Lunch
The staff enjoyed a
delicious potluck luncheon
on the Project Day
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Unity Day

Tuesday, Nov. 5th, Unity Christian High School had the opportunity to host over 80 students
from surrounding Christian Schools for Unity Day We started off the day with a presentation by
Principal Schenk, some worship with the Praise Team, as well as performances from the choir
and band. Throughout the day, students were engaged in a variety of fun and engaging classroom and team activities. What an amazing day it was as studentsl earned more about what
student life is like here at Unity.

In the Gr. 9 Geography curriculum, we learn about the 3 R's (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) and
how to divert waste from landfills. We discuss what it means to be responsible with the resources that God has entrusted to us here on planet Earth. On Unity Day, Gr. 7/8 students
used their imaginations to create sculptures out of diverted waste items and recycled materials.
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Lest we forget .
Unity was pleased to welcome Cpl. Brian Levert from Base Borden who spoke to our students this past Friday. Brian gave a historical presentation talking about the sacrifice that so many Canadians made in the defence of our country. He also took the time to answer questions from teachers and students. We remember
their sacrifice and are grateful for all who fought , and continue to fight for our freedom. #lestweforget
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Early Bird Opportunity

From Nov. 11th to 22nd, Yearbooks will be
offered at the reduced price
of $20!!
After this date, the price will
go up.

Unity Christian
High School
25 Burton Ave.
Barrie, ON

UNITY’S PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for:


Our Students: That they would seek to
encourage one another, desiring success for
one another.



Our Staff: As they daily seek to engage
and support our students , relying on His
strength, leading, and guidance to do so.



Our Board: As they prepare for the upcoming Open House on Nov. 28th. Pray
that many new and prospective families will
attend to learn more about Unity.

L4N 2R3
Phone: 705-792-6915
Fax: 705-792-2389
E-mail: info@unitychristianhigh.ca
www.unitychristianhigh.ca
"He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together" Colossians 1:17
We’re on the web
www.unitychristianhigh.ca
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