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Thoughts from the Principal, Mr. Allen Schenk
Peace on Earth
This year our theme is based on Philippians 4:6-7 and our
theme phrase is “From Anxiety to Peace”. Peace is one of
the advent themes and as we are in the midst of advent, I
felt it would be a good time to focus on the word “Peace”.
(continued on next page)
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Thoughts from the Principal, Continued…
(continued from page1)
This year has been a year where many of us would probably agree that we haven’t felt a lot of
peace. Or instead, maybe we would say that we have felt increased anxiety. COVID has not
brought about much in the way of happy and positive feelings. I am sure you see it in your family
and friends, and I see it in our school community.
But I also know, that in our community, amidst the feelings of anxiety, there still exists a sense of
peace. The peace that we as Christians can experience is from God, it is a biblical peace that
comes from a relationship with him. Peace is a very common theme in the Bible. Depending on the
translation, and the Biblical commentary that you use, the word peace appears between 200 and
400 times. The peace from God allows us to trust in His promises, despite the dark and sometimes,
scary world around us.
Inner peace can grow as we focus on God’s strength and allow Him to fill us. God’s word in Isaiah
26:3 says, “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is focused on You because He trusts in
you”. Or if we personalize this verse, for me it would read, “God will keep Allen in perfect peace, as
Allen’s mind focuses on Him and trusts in Him.” Trust in God is essential to inner peace. Put your
name in the verse above.
The Christmas story speaks of peace as well. The angels who visit the shepherds in the field say,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favour rests.” Jesus arrival
was not as a conquering king, but as a baby born into the world to bring peace. As the prophecy in
Isaiah 9:6 says, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”
As Christians, we sometimes live with inner darkness and anxiety, and we also live in a world that is
full of darkness and war. Our calling is to be like Jesus and to be bringers of light, hope and peace
to this dark and fallen world and we can only do that when we trust fully in God and live in peace with
our neighbour. Please pray that our Unity community can be agents of light and peace to our community and our world.
I want to conclude this message with the fist verse of the Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi which reads:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light
Where there is sadness, joy;
It is my prayer that as we enter this Christmas season, that in response to the great gift that we have
received in the birth of our Saviour, we will be able to live out the words of St. Francis and bring
peace to a world that desperately needs it. Peace be with you as you celebrate the birth of Christ
this Christmas.
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Gr.9 English and
Geography classes
participated in a joint
PBL in November.
They researched the
immigration story of a
family member, or a
friend, learning about
their journey to
Canada. Students
interviewed, did
research, wrote a
story, produced
documentaries, then
presented their stories
to authentic
audiences.
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Grade 11/12 Art
Grade 11 students continued working on a social justice art piece using the unique canvas
of cardboard, communicating a statement they’re passionate about by symbolically using
colour and portraiture. Grade 12 students are continuing to work on their independent
body of art for the semester.
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Natalie Watson , a grade 12 student brings her puppy Murphy to
our Senior Project class. Natalie has chosen to train her puppy
for her Sr. Project and is writing her paper on The History of
Service Dogs. Gr12 students will be presenting their projects and
research papers mid January 2021.

Congratulations
Josh and Cassandra Valkenburg

on the safe arrival of
Jonah Derrick Valkenburg
Sat. Nov. 28th, 2020
A Blessing from the Lord!
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As we enter into the winter months, occasionally inclement weather in
our area necessitates bus cancellations and school closures. Since student safety is of utmost concern, we defer to the Simcoe County bus
lines to determine the safety of the roads and driving conditions as they
have procedures in place to assess all areas of our bussing routes.
They typically make their decision between 6am –6:30am. We use the
website
http://www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca for Simcoe County
School bus information.
There are three weather zones for Simcoe County, with Unity being located in the Central Zone. If
busses are cancelled in the central zone, Unity is closed and there are no classes. Notification of
the school’s closure will be communicated to local radio stations ( Life 100.3 often broadcasts Unity’s closure), posted to the UCHS Facebook page, and will be listed on the Landmark Bus website
as well.

For families not located in the Barrie area please remember that weather patterns can differ greatly
from where you are—please check the Unity Facebook page or the http://
www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca website to determine if busses are running.

The Christian School Foundation has supplied us with copies of their Annual Report.
If you would like a copy, please contact the office at 705-792-6915 or email
info@unitychristianhigh.ca to request a copy.

Unity Christian
High School
25 Burton Ave.

UNITY’S PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for:


Our Students: that the Christmas break
will be a meaningful time of reflection on
God’s gift of his son Jesus, and a time of
rest as they prepare for the end of the semester.



Our Staff: that they would be filled with
love and joy as they share this Christmas
season with loved ones ,and that they will
return refreshed for the New Year.



Our Board: That they would be blessed
for their work and dedication to Unity Christian High School. May they know that they
are valued and appreciated for their commitment to HIS school

Barrie, ON
L4N 2R3
Phone: 705-792-6915
Fax: 705-792-2389
E-mail: info@unitychristianhigh.ca
www.unitychristianhigh.ca
"He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together" Colossians 1:17
We’re on the web
www.unitychristianhigh.ca

