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Thoughts from the Principal, Mr. Allen Schenk
The Power of Words
Yesterday (Wednesday, March 11) we hosted the biennial
North Toronto Christian School Speechfest. Details about
that event can be found in this edition of the Inner Loop.
Speechfest caused me to think about the power of our
words. (continued on next page)
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Thoughts from the Principal, Continued…
The Power of Words
As I prepared a short devotion for the beginning of the Speechfest I was reminded of how often the Bible
talks about the power of words.
At the speechfest, most of the students shared speeches that had been practiced and rehearsed many times.
They were carefully thought out and contained a Christian perspective, since that was a key part of the evaluation. The reality for most of us though, is that usually when we speak we are not sharing something that is
practiced or rehearsed and usually not prepared in advance. We react or respond to situations and if we
aren’t careful we may use words that can offend, insult and upset others.
I am sure you have all heard the phrase, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words (or names) will
never hurt me.” The reality is though that this couldn’t be farther from the truth. If you ask most students if
they remember a time when somebody taunted them with words on the playground or spread rumours about
them, they will almost all say that this has happened to them. If you ask most adults if they have been hurt
by words, I am sure most of them would say yes too. Words have great power and if you have watched any
of the Spider-Man movies you know that, “with great power, comes great responsibility.”
As Christians we have even more responsibility to choose and use our words wisely. Scripture speaks very
clearly about this. Proverbs 18: 21a says, “The tongue has the power of life and death…” Proverbs 15: 1
tells us that, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Ephesians 4:29 says, “Do
not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” The following verse clearly emphasizes the crucial
importance of our words, “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgement for every
careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:36–37). Words are so important, that we are going to give an account of what we say
when we stand before the Lord Jesus Christ.
The passages from scripture listed above are only a few of the references to our responsibility to use and
choose our words wisely. These verses remind me that as I engage in conversation with staff, students and
parents that I must use my words in a way that encourages and builds others up. It is so easy to be negative
and critical but we are called to strive toward positive communication. That doesn’t mean that correction and
discipline aren’t needed but the words we use in those situations can have a profoundly deep impact and so
they need to be chosen carefully and wisely.
The only way that we can be able to tame the tongue is by the power of the Holy Spirit in us. I encourage all
of us to read God’s word and to grow in our relationship with Him, so that by knowing Him better and having
His Holy Spirit dwelling in us we can use the power of the spoken word to build up God’s people.
Have a safe and relaxing March Break and take time to build others up with the words that you speak.
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Math
The math 11 students wrapped up their unit on
trigonometry by creating three dimensional models
of real world situation. The students first worked
diligently in groups to problem solve the best strategies to apply then presented their models and
solutions to their classmates. Look for these models on display at our upcoming celebration of
learning!

French

Just a quick word today to emphasize the hard work and creativity of
the Grade 9 French Class students.
There is no shortage of imagination,
design, production and presentation
skills amidst this passionate and artistic group when it comes to creating original ‘Super-hero’ characters and giving them life into comic
strips and cartoons. We are further
exploring reality-TV and most forms
of digital arts, where much talent is
also being revealed and developed.
In order to congratulate the students, who have worked in teams or
individually, the French Teacher intends on preparing and displaying
scrapbooks and animated shows for
all who want to visit us and appreciate our students’ hard work and
creativity .
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Speechfest 2020
Yesterday, Unity hosted the 2020 North Toronto District Speechfest competition. A total of seven
schools participated, with students from Junior and Senior levels competing. We’d like to thank all of
the students who participated as well as the volunteer judges who gave of their time. As one judge
commented at the end of the event, "Thanks for an amazing morning. We heard some really outstanding speeches. Of the three times I've been a judge, this was the best.” Below are the winners of this year’s Speechfest. Congratulations to all!
Senior Prepared Speeches
1st-Abigail Thomas
Timothy Christian School
(Barrie)

Junior Prepared Speeches
1st –Juliette Harrison
King Christian School

Unity Christian
High School
25 Burton Ave.
Barrie, ON

UNITY’S PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for:


Our Students and their Families : For health
and safety with many travelling over Spring
Break.



Our Staff: That the March Break will be a
great time for relaxation and rejuvenation
for our staff as they prepare for the final few
months of school.



Our Board: For wisdom and direction as
they continue to support the vision of Unity.

L4N 2R3
Phone: 705-792-6915
Fax: 705-792-2389
E-mail: info@unitychristianhigh.ca
www.unitychristianhigh.ca
"He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together" Colossians 1:17
We’re on the web
www.unitychristianhigh.ca

Senior Extemporaneous Speeches
1st-Wyatt Sutcliffe
Halton Hills Christian School
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