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Believe, Belong and Thrive! 
  

  

ñFor the Lordò 
This year our theme is based on Colossians 3:23-24,                  
which reads,  

23 ñ
Whatever you do, work at it with all your 

heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, 

24 
since you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.ò 



 

 
 

(contôd from pg. 1) 

These 3 short words, ñFor the Lordò, offer both a challenge and encouragement.  As I 

reflected on this passage, I began to think about the daily tasks we all engage in- per-

haps washing the dishes, walking the dog, taking out the garbage and more.  When 

we do those things, are we really thinking about doing them for the Lord? What does 

it truly mean to do these everyday tasks for Him?   

This passage begins with the words, ñWhatever you doò, and that includes those daily 

chores and tasks.  Doing them for the Lord means doing them in a way that glorifies 

God-putting forth our best effort and not grumbling about it. I donôt know about you, 

but I occasionally catch myself grumbling about some of those regular chores. 

Too often, we are tempted to compartmentalize our faith.  We think only certain things 

that we do have a kingdom or faith impact, but this passage clearly states that 

ñeverything we doò should be done with all our heart, as working for the Lord.  How 

often do we go through the motions on certain tasks- perhaps even in our jobs or ca-

reers?  To do ñeverythingò with ñall our heartò is a tremendous challenge, but itôs what 

weôre called to do.   

Since the end of August, when our staff chose this theme, Iôve made a conscious ef-

fort to keep the phrase ñFor the Lordò in my mind throughout my workday and in my 

home and church life.  Teaching in a Christian school, itôs often easy to remember that 

what I do is for the Lord, but in other parts of life, itôs sometimes a bit more challeng-

ing.   

If any of you are like me, I can be a bit impatient when driving. In those moments, I 

sometimes forget that even while behind the wheel, I should be doing it for the Lord.  

Iôve thought about putting a bumper sticker on my dashboard, reminding me that even 

in the car, my actions should reflect that theyôre being done for the Lord! 

In life, we can have various motivations: money, recognition, fame, rewards, good 

grades, kind words, or by getting more likes on a social media post.  Those arenôt 

necessarily bad motivations (although they might be), but they are often short-lived 

and temporary.  Serving the Lord in everything we do, however, carries an eternal re-

ward.  Verse 24 refers to our ñinheritance from the Lordò which is eternal life with Him. 

As we reflect on the theme of ñFor the Lordò at Unity, I also want to challenge our 

community to focus on doing everything for the Lord.  Whether at school or work, in 

our families or communities, or within our churches, we need to do everything, with all 

our heart, for the Lord.  If each of us approached everything we do with this mindset, 

we could make a tremendous impact on our schools, churches, communities and 

families.  
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Thoughts from the Principal, Continued... 
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Retreats and Service Activities  
 

Grade 12 Retreat 
 

 Gr.12 students began their day thinking about what it means to leave 
their legacy, and how to express their gratitude and thankfulness to family 
members.  
Students participated in a school wide photo scavenger hunt before enjoy-
ing a leisurely lunch. In the afternoon, they headed over to the X-Play 
Trampoline Amusement Park, where they played several games of laser 
tag and then hit the trampoline centre.  
Thank you to all our parent drivers-Mrs. Julie Eisses, Mrs. Josephine Fer-
nicola, Mrs. Sherry Rome, and Mrs. Shena Walker. Without you, this could 
not happen for our students. 
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ñServing for the LORDò 
Grade 10/11ôs were involved in a variety of service related activities throughout the 
city of Barrie, including preparing a meal at the Busby Centre. 
Students had the opportunity to roll up their sleeves and put in a hard day's work of 
upcycling for the Redwood furniture bank.  Students can be seen sanding, painting, 
and staining various pieces of furniture that will be used to bless in-need families in 
their community.  It was a fun day for all and we are grateful for the meaningful work 
being done at the furniture bank here in Barrie.  Another  group of students went to 
a transitional home for women coming from the Barrie shelter and did some garden-
ing around their facility. In the afternoon we went to a new construction for families 
in transition in need of a home. We assisted with building cabinets, carrying coun-
tertops for kitchens and general cleanup on the work site. It was a busy day, but we 
were able to get lots done to help!  
Students also served at the Barrie North Thrift Stores, Mission Thrift Store as well 
as the Alliston Attic Thrift Store. 

 


